THE REPUBLICAN EXPERIMENT
The habit which had grown up as early as 1789 of allowing the
public in the galleries to demonstrate its sympathies and permit-
ting the bearers of petitions to pass through the hall in which the
Assembly met gave the Parisians an advantage by enabling them
to get up demonstrations, and so intimidate the representatives
of the people who opposed the Mountain. The Jacobin Club
had acquired a powerful influence, for popular societies had been
created in most of the towns and affiliated to the club in Paris,
which sent them instructions.
The small engagement at Valmy on September 20th, 1792, in
which French troops held their own against the Prussian infantry
to cries of Vive la nation! took the Prussian generals aback, and
they evacuated France. The French armies invaded the small
neighbouring states, the left bank of the Rhine, Savoy, and Nice,
after which they occupied Belgium, which was feebly defended
by the Austrian army.
The French generals were now led into adopting political
measures in the occupied territories; they expelled those officials
who were hostile to France and supported those who were ex-
horting the inhabitants to imitate the French by destroying the
old order of things. The Convention now proclaimed that 'France
will grant fraternity and succour to all peoples', and sent orders
to the generals to 'defend citizens who should be subjected to
annoyance in the cause of liberty*. This is what was known as
'carrying the Revolution beyond the borders of France'. It next
ordered the abolition of tithes and feudal dues, the election of
provisional administrative bodies, and the imposition of an oath
of fidelity to liberty and equality. The war became a means of
revolutionary propaganda.
Henceforth France was pledged to intervention in neighbouring
states with the object of protecting subjects in revolt against their
sovereigns and preventing the restoration of the old order, But
those whose cause was espoused by revolutionary France soon
realized that they were too weak to defend themselves and pe-
titioned for the annexation of their country to France. Thus the
Republic once more came round to the policy of the ancien regime
which consisted in extending the territory of France and carrying
it up to the 'natural frontiers3 indicated by Richelieu.
297

